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Editorial 
 

As I write this editorial, life feels as if it is getting back to some smidgen of normality. I stress 
‘feels’ in the hope that the feeling becomes more and more of a reality. Indeed, several 
members have been able to meet up with each other at events such as Midpex and other 
society meetings both local and national. Happily, we are also looking forward to our twice 
postponed ‘Spring weekend’ which as you will see is being held now in the autumn on the 
22nd to the 24th October in Redditch along with an interim AGM. I hope to see many of you 
there. 
 
We also say a very special Happy Birthday and 
send our warmest congratulations to Olga Ellis 
on reaching that age where she receives a 
birthday card from the Queen! Born in the 
same year as Czeslaw Slania it is sad that she 
hasn’t had a miniature sheet issued in 
commemoration! 
 
In the meantime, I hope you enjoy this issue of 
CONTACT. That said I am afraid it is looking 
rather sparse in terms of philatelic content as I have received very few contributions this 
quarter. You will also see that country notes are becoming fewer in number as regular 
contributors move on after, in many cases, decades of service to the society. I mention this 
openly as the future of CONTACT is entirely up to the membership and if members don’t 
send contributions then there is nothing to publish and it becomes a downward spiral. I 
recognise this is perhaps a trend in many societies not just those philatelic. However, it is 
up to us to keep the society moving forward if we wish to continue to enjoy the collegiality 
of our hobby. 
 
There is an interesting article in the September 2021 issue of ‘Stamp Magazine’ 
(www.allaboutstamps.co.uk) in which Richard Smith of Leeds Philatelic Society discusses 
why he feels societies need to change. I won’t summarize the article here but I see a great 
deal of merit in what he is suggesting and is perhaps very much something that the SPS 
needs to take on board. You can read more about it in the magazine or by attending the Kay 
Goodman lecture at the ABPS Philatelic Congress of GB in Harrogate. Richard will begin 
speaking at 10.30 on 24th September.  
 
So, whilst there may be a glimmer of hope for the continuation of SPS and societies like ours 
you can help in the shorter term by putting together an article or raise a point of interest 
and help me make my final addition of CONTACT a bumper issue of philatelic interest and 
delight! 
 
Gwynne Harries.  
Editor 
 

e: editor@scandps.org.uk    
 

~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~  

http://www.allaboutstamps.co.uk/
mailto:editor@scandps.org.uk
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Chairman’s notes 
Peter Rooke 

 
At long last we seem to be emerging from the philatelic gloom which has plagued us for the 
past 18 months. Societies are regaining momentum and meetings and weekends are being 
planned. 
 
So, it is with the Scandinavia Philatelic Society - we have our first weekend planned for 
October 22nd - 24th and at this point I would like to thank Mike Elliott, our weekend 
planner for his unstinting efforts in arranging then having to cancel at least two venues 
with tricky negotiations with hotel managements.  
 
My thanks also go to Gwynne Harries, our Editor of Contact and Arthur Jennion, our 
Distribution Manager, who have ensured that you have all received your Contact on time, 
despite some worrying postal arrangements during the pandemic. 
 
However - onward and upwards. Your Council intends to meet by Zoom in the near future 
and will draw up an agenda for an Interim AGM at the October weekend. This will be posted 
on our website by October 1st for you to peruse. It will however, be a much-shortened 
version of our annual AGM, which hopefully will take place next Spring. I see little point in 
reporting at length on the strictures of Covid and there will be no changes of Officers or 
Post Holders until the Spring weekend - you will find details of this in December’s Contact.  
There will be a statement of our financial affairs but the annual accounts will be completed 
as at December 31st 2021 for reporting next Spring, which is our usual approach. 
 
I am sure that the weekend in October will be a welcome opportunity to renew face to face 
conversations with friends and see once again the hugely varied displays of Scandinavian 
material. 
 
One of our members, Olga Ellis, celebrated her 100th birthday in July - we believe that she 
is our first centenarian member - it just shows what philately can do for your longevity! 
There is more detail elsewhere about this event. 
 
I have to add that we are still looking for a replacement Editor from December 31st and we 
will need a new Hon. Sec. in the Spring when our long-serving secretary intends to resign.  
 
Finally, I wish you all a safe and healthy autumn with the hope of a more normal philatelic 
life. 
 
Peter Rooke - Chairman 
 

~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 
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Happy Birthday Olga! 

 

 
On July 25th Olga Ellis became the first centenarian member of the SPS. 
 
Olga Ellis joined the SPS with her husband Raymond many years ago, when they were living 
in Farnham and the SPS met at the Swedish Church in Marylebone, London W.1. The group, 
founded by Herbert Pritchett, met at the Swedish Church at no cost because Herbert knew 
quite a lot of Swedish business people in London. 
 
After a while the small group grew and meetings took place regularly, with about 10-12 
members. Sadly, we had to move on from the Swedish Church and new arrangements were 
made. 
 
Olga and Raymond attended many meetings over many years and they gave displays and 
there was much talk about stamps and postal history, especially Norwegian!!   They both 
were very committed members of the Society and Olga remains a member today.  
 
In recognition of this achievement, the society sent Olga a birthday card, a bouquet of 
flowers in the Norwegian colours and she was given a small certificate. She received a 
Queen’s birthday card and her family made her two Norwegian celebration cakes. 
 
She spoke to me later and asked me to express her thanks to the SPS for their kindness.  
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~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 

 
 

 

 
 

THE SCANDINAVIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
 

25th July 2021 - this certificate is presented to  
 
 

Olga Ellis 
 

 
in recognition of her 100th birthday, on becoming  

 
our first Centenarian member  

 
and for her contribution to the society  

 
through her knowledge of Norwegian philately.  

Chairman  
Scandinavia Philatelic Society 
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Blast from the Past 

Issue 228 - March 2010: Report by Brian Hague of the London Meeting, 

held on the 24th Oct. 2009.  

Display by Terry Wagg of Czelaw Słania; the works of a 20th Century Master. 

The Society initiated its programme of meetings for the 2009/10 season with an invited 
display given by Terry Wagg, on the works of the master engraver, Czesław Słania. In a long 
and highly productive lifetime, Słania engraved over one thousand different stamps; his 
work being represented in the issues of 32 different postal authorities. Given his audience, 
Terry naturally concentrated on Słania’s work for the various Scandinavian authorities, but 
also included examples from other postal administrations, and also non-philatelic items, 
where they helped demonstrate Słania’s skilful artistry and versatility.  

Słania’s early work in his native Poland was not forgotten either. Terry described how his  
precocious talent was already obvious as a schoolboy; and then, as a young man, Słania 
assisted the Polish resistance with the production of forged documents. After the end of the 
World War 2, he enrolled at the Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow. His graduation piece on 
which he worked for two years was based on Jan Mateko’s painting of the battle of 
Tannenberg (Gru nwald) in 1410. His skill was such that he was employed while still a 
student by the Polish Stamp Printing House; first being allowed to engrave the hammerhead 
featured on the Worker and Peace Dove issue of 1950. The first set of stamps solely the 
work of Słania was the three values for the Six Year Plan for the Coal Mining Industry issued 
the following year – rather appropriate given that Słania’s father had been a miner.  

After Słania moved to Sweden in 1956 at the age of 35, it took a few years for him to re-
establish himself. His first commission for the Swedish Post Office was some rather 
mundane-looking Radio Licence stamps, but they got him back into the profession he loved. 
In his spare time, he engraved labels of film stars, boxers and politicians probably for two 
reasons, one as a means of income and two to keep in practice his engraving skills.  
In 1960 Sven Evert, an established Swedish engraver, became ill and recommended Slania  
as his replacement. The first he engraved for Sweden was a pair of stamps to mark the birth 
centenary of the poet Gustaf Fro ding, but the first issued was the pair marking the 
centenary of the painter Anders Zorn, issued 18 February 1960, (see illustrations).  

 
This was the beginning of an enduring relationship lasting more than 40 years and resulting 
in the production of over 450 engraved Swedish postage stamps. Perhaps the most famous 
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is Słania’s 1,000th stamp overall, a miniature sheet which reproduced part of David Klo cker 
Ehrenstrahl’s painting of 1688 “The Great Deeds of Swedish Kings” and issued in 2000.  

Denmark began to use Słania’s services in 1962 and over the years he produced 236 Danish 
postage stamps together with several test-pieces for them. Other Scandinavian countries 
and territories to have used his services are the Faroe Islands, Greenland, Iceland and A land. 

Słania’s own sense of humour is frequently to be found in his work. He often included 
references to his family and friends in the detail of his work. For example, in the 1952 issue 
from Poland marking the Zeran car plant, he included his own likeness as the operative 
fitting a wheel onto the vehicle. Likewise, on 1973 stamp for Dalarna’s Vasa ski race, Słania 
and two colleagues from the stamp printing company are amongst the leading competitors 
depicted, although Słania himself never even learnt to ski. Just occasionally, however, the 
joke was on him. Słania produced exactly 100 stamps for the Faroese Post Office, but most 
collectors’ favourite is the 1979 high value definitive depicting the head of a Faroese ram. 
When visiting the Faroes shortly afterwards, Słania was asked if there was 
anything/anybody he would particularly like to see or meet? However, when Słania asked 
to see his favourite ovine subject, he was told “sorry, but we’ve eaten him”. Slania died in 
2005, his enduring legacy a stamp engraving record that will probably never be equalled in 
respect of quality as well as volume. 

 

 
This image wasn’t part of the meeting report but has been added by the editor from his 

own collection of Swedish Radio Licence stamps by way of further illustrating the report 
and showing a signed copy of his first stamp. 

 
~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 
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 Swedish PO Mail Transports over the Centuries from 1636 
Part 2, up to & including the Nineteenth Century for Shipping 

 

By Peter Hellberg 
 

C.17 to C.18 commentary.  There were only limited advances in operational methods 
between the two centuries, so I make no apology for reiterating that footsloggers and 
horsemen were the mainstay of the Post.  Whilst horsemen were highlighted on several 
stamps already shown in part 1, (and yes, they did feature that each usually carried a 
defensive firearm and powder keg) perhaps it is more surprising that the footsloggers 
maybe did too.  This photo is posing a more modern man than c17-18, his lamp is 
anachronistic (late c.18 at earliest. or more probably c.19, the watchstrap also). In c.17, he 
is more likely to have had cutlass and/or cleft stick than satchel (only partly visible) but his 
boots and cap (with PO emblem, crown and posthorn) is very much the part, and for 
background, rural routes through the forests, absolutely yes! 
 

 
Caption: 1978 Postmuseum exhibition publicity postcard (postally unused, 
but sold with stamp specially cancelled for centenary of Rural Delivery 1878-
1978; w.r.t. specific relevant later PO decree of 1877) 

 
A footslogger certainly carried the letter illustrated below, a three-sided manuscripted 
letter of instruction to some (local?) Government personnel, and precisely dated in 1752. 
Its provenance is difficult to determine because job titles of sender and addressee are 
difficult to read in archaic cursive script, but the mere fact of different handwriting in parts 
indicate to me that it was scribed by a clerk, but name of person addressed and as signed 
off by a sheriff or other empowered official. Addressee has three-word title and Sender has 
status confirmed by the “three crowns” meander marking, or “crown coil” authorisation for 
official Crown Post, fully comprehended by the populace. Please see Bibliography by 
explanatory article ref (a), advising meanings of words in quote marks. 
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Caption. 1752 folded letter sheet with complete text and red wax pictorially decorated 
seal, sent from Soderhamn to Norrala, the adjacent parish northwards from this 
Baltic (Bothnian) port town and local administrative centre. Names and dates are 
clear, the addressee is Michael Hambraus at Norrala, and the sender is Johann 
Wigtman. and the precise date is 15 Juni 1752; this mail item is in the Author’s 
collection. 

 
More distant mails. I had stated that Finland areas were within the ambitions of Sweden‘s 
closer government control, and the 1698 post routes’ map in last issue indeed showed a 
link across the sea via Aland whereby such opportunity could be exercised. Indeed, I believe 
that some commentators consider that this was a prime motive for the 1636 act, certainly 
its ambitions for crossing longer distances in remoter less populated tracts, as well as 
longer water-crossings in variable climatic conditions were sure to be tested to the 
maximum.  
 
Accordingly, I have sourced documentation on this specific subject, see Bibliography (b), 
and indeed some interesting observations are made.  
 
First, the nominated Bonde postmen peasants (my name, footsloggers) were to act in relays 
from their posts (stations) 10km. apart, for which they were given two hours to transit by 
path or road at their discretion. Second, that they were alleviated of tax by way of payment 
for their services, but they were subject to punishment for failure to comply, so it sounds 
like a form of bondage.   
 
Especially onerous were obligations to maintain their route (the lengthsman concept), and 
they must keep to time irrespective of the weather – no excuses, they must make the 
handover schedule to the next man in the relay lengths, or face the consequences. Please 
see Bibliography non-phil. articles ref (b), advising sources of what’s above and below. 
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On the Postrodden (rowing post from Grisslehamn to Eckero, Aland) the mail had to get 
though over the ice in winter in part or whole distance by pushing their ketch with its keel 
sliding, as if on skates. Overwater distances towards the Finnish end were even longer, but 
in emergencies there were better respite opportunities by less open water, and many more 
intervening islands, nevertheless loss of life was not infrequent, most islands being 
unpopulated. From Stockholm to Abo (Finnish Turku), the overall distance is approx. 300 
miles (60 miles over water) and the mails would pass through many hands in transit, see 
map entitled “Queen Kristina’s post road 1636”, below: 
 

 
 

Caption. Map extract specific to Baltic Sea crossing Sweden to Finland, 
includes Postrodden section, for which the image shows a ketch for this transit 
leg (modern reconstruction, the ice-hauling requirement is inadequately 
depicted, this is the more glamorous summer transit over water, in recent 
annual celebration). 

 

For the remainders of this part, we will stick with sea 
transports, and more closely to the shipping images 
offered in the 1936 tercentenary set. So, we start with 
long-distance robust sailing vessels: 

 

 
Caption. 1983 SSPD 
exhibition publicity card 
(used by Stockholm 
Postmuseum, in same 
year as 86 exhib., for 350 
PO anniv. commem, and 
sent to a Dutch service 
subscriber (with all 
details of the event and 
the event cancellation 
that will be used – he may 
perhaps be a subscriber in such collecting interest.) 
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20 ore – Ship – Postal Sailing Vessel “Hjorten”, built in Karlsrona 1692, and known to be 
operating between Ystad and Stralsund some years to 1702, but continuing in service in 
Baltic Sea variously elsewhere in eighteenth century; see turquoise-blue image in the card 
above. The Swedish classification for this ship is Postjaktan (and ‘yacht’ is translation 
offered in my dictionary, but hardly appropriate for sea-going vessels!) and its name 
translates as “The Deer”, emphasising its fast speed under sails with impressive rigging, 
used on the international route into modern Germany, then Mecklenburg-Pomerania. 
 
Eighteenth century transport usages. And I can also illustrate an item of mail that it may 
have carried. This example is on possible later voyaging, a different route ex Stockholm, the 
capital, but note the destination city, the primary naval port of the kingdom, and the 
shipyard of its manufacture, Karlskona (modern spelling). The red wax seal has fallen away 
off the backflap edge, leaving some discolouration, please disregard.  
 

 
   

Caption: Address panel of a folded lettersheet cover (datable to 1730’s decade or so) 
showing the address “Kongl. Majts. Riks(..) Hogadle Ammiralitets Collegium @ 
Carlskrona”, and postmarked with Stockholm bandeau or ribbon type, which is the 
second recognisable (and datable) post office cancellation type, being first to bear 
placename of receiving office. The only other manuscript markings are the numbers 
15 in the TRHC (usually called “charter mark” in English, being the list number, 
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Swedish word “Karta”), and 4 in the BLHC of this address panel, (often the postage 
cost in Skilling Banco). Translation of the address is the Royal Admiralty 
Management Board at Carlskrona (in SW Sweden; this, also meanings of the 
numerals is somewhat conjectural). This item is in the author’s collection, but is 
included here with the reservation that it may perhaps not be from Civil mails. 
(Frankly the addressing is very suggestive of Government usage, and therefore 
Crown mails, or Military Mails, is more likely; but in the reality of early days 
especially, when available transit means were shared, mail is indistinguishable for 
originator. Ship transit is almost certain at this date, both origin and destination 
were ports. Ribbon postmarks come in several sizes/formats, this is SFF 
classification NSt2 ribbon 3, per Facit Postal, recorded daterange 1731-41, one of 
nine illustrated. 

 
 
 
The next relevant value is 25 ore – Shipping again - 
Steamer (Paddle-wheeler) “Constitutionen”, known 
operating between Ystad and Stralsund 1824-38, but 
continuing in service in the Baltic Sea variously 
elsewhere in nineteenth century, see image 
 
 
 
 

 
This is a continuation of shipping theme, but showing the progress to motorised forms of 
transport, first evident in Stockholm city centre area by the Englishman, Samuel Owen’s 
initiatives in first decade of the new century. Baltic merchantmen were utilising ships with 
combined sail and steam power (in evidence as this paddle steamer), and a range of 
services followed longer-distance routes, Germany to Russia (St Petersburg) variously via 
Pomerania, Karlskrona, Visby, Riga, Helsinki, and other Hanseatic ports, in a range of 
increasingly sophisticated boats which (by the middle of C.19 were sufficiently reliable and 
well-utilised that scheduled weekly timetables were established and contracts for the 
carriage of passengers and mails were awarded; the term “packet boat” was coined for such 
services. S/s “Express I” was possibly the first in such service, but see Finnish miniature 
sheet for map, and pictures of successor boats with routes, and time-range of some primary 
services contracted around the mid-century c.19, i.e. just around the stamps’ era, 1855 in 
Sweden. Please see Bibliography ref ©, advising sources of illustration & data below, as I 
regrettably have no other ready-available material relevant to Baltic shipping transits then, 
but the Baltic was “Sweden’s pond”, so a map is good here: 
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Steamships are: Aura 1858- , Alexander 1858- , Nikolai 1858- , & Express II, 1877-1898 
 
Bibliography:  
 
(a) “Swedish Crown Post: Introduction & 1767 example”, in Scandinavian 
Contact magazine, Sept 2011, pp.363-5 (helix example there illustrated is second in Intro) 
 
(b) “The Mail Road across land & sea”, 2004 tourist publicity pamphlet internationally 
sponsored by 3 regional govts. - Sweden, Aland & Finland conjointly (English language),  & 
“Postvagen Idag”, contemporary by “Eckero Linjen”, Grisslehamn (Swedish language).  
© Facit catalogue data, and Facit Postal: source of last illustration. 

 

~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 

 
  

The Scandinavia Philatelic Society are pleased to be working with 
 

 
80 Claughton Street, St. Helens, Merseyside. WA10 1SN 

t: 01744 808385 e: sales@triprint.net www.triprint.net 

mailto:sales@triprint.net
http://www.triprint.net/
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Greenland Essays 
by David Bond 

 
The article in the June 2021 issue of 'Contact' showing essays of King Frederik and of the 
seals, polar bears etc. intrigued me so I looked back into my collection to see if I could find 
anything similar and lo and behold, I came up with this essay for the original Greenland 
definitive issue in 1938 showing King Christian X.  

 
The essay was designed by Count Harald Moltke (1871-1960), a Danish nobleman who had 
sufficient finances to study as an artist and also had an interest in the Danish possessions 
in the north. He took part in several expeditions to Greenland, notably the 1902-1904 
Danish Literary Expedition from Upernavik to Thule accompanied by Knud Rasmussen, 
Alfred Bertelsen and Ludvig Mylius-Erichsen, which carried out ethnographical and 
geographical studies. Moltke was the expedition's artist. 
 
Readers will notice that King Christian is shown full face in the essay though in the actual 
stamp he is looking slightly to his right. There are also some differences in the lettering. 
In 2002 both Greenland and Denmark issued a miniature sheet marking the Danish Literary 
Expedition and if my memory serves me right this included portraits of the main 
participants in the marginal illustrations.  
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King Christian was the first King of Denmark to be portrayed on Greenland stamps. He 
didn't have a particularly pleasant reign as his kingdom was occupied by the Germans 
between 1940 and 1945. Apparently, he once received an effusive telegram from Hitler on 
his birthday and answered it laconically, causing Hitler to fly into a rage and take aggressive 
measures against Denmark. Despite being under virtual 'house arrest' by the Germans in 
his palace, he continued to ride on his white horse though Copenhagen and show himself 
to his people.  

 
~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 

 
 

Count Harald Moltke (top left) flanked by Knud Rasmussen and Alfred Bertelsen 
with (seated) Ludvig Mylius-Erichsen 
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Greenland Notes 
 

by Hans Christen Møller 
 

Many of us as collectors of Scandinavian philately have dabbled with a side collection of the 
work of the renowned engraver Czeslaw Slania. For those that haven’t, I don’t suppose 
there are many, if any, who do not appreciate his profound skill, and contribution in the 
creation of many of the stamps in our collections. For me they are indeed some of the most 
beautiful and are ones that I love to return to time and again. His career spanned over 50 
years during which time he created over 1000 stamps which earned him a place in the 
Guinness Book of World Records for his creation of the largest engraved stamp in the 
world! (Great Deeds of Swedish Kings c2000). 
 

  
He died in 2005, though his last design for Post Greenland was in 2001.  
 
On the 22nd October 2021 to celebrate the 100th year of his birth and recognising his 
achievements, POST Greenland has issued the above miniature sheet, featuring and 
engraving of the man himself set against a background of Greenlandic terrain. The stamp 
has been engraved by Martin Mörck, who in many respects has picked up from Slania, and 
is perhaps the leading engraver in the world of philately. 
 
The sheet is part of a joint 
issue alongside Denmark 
and the Faroes. 
 
If you are a subscriber to 
POST Greenland you will be 
sent a special black print of 
the issue as an additional 
treat to celebrate his birth. 
 

~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 
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Norway Notes 
 

by Rolf Scharning 
 

 
Det lille bibliotek bind 5 
 
This book is the fifth volume of the little library 
publications. The purpose of these books is to highlight 
unusual collecting areas we don’t normally think of or 
maybe not even know about! This volume contains 
airmail postage control marks, the Norwegian paquebot 
marks from 1894 onwards and car tax labels – just to 
mention a few. The book has 96 pages, published by 
Norsk Filatelistforening and can be bought from Skanfil 
A/S for 150 NOK plus postage. It is printed in Norwegian 
and is richly illustrated. 
 
The Norwegian flag 
 

Our flag had a rough start, was 
thoroughly discussed in both 
Odelstinget and Lagtinget in Stortinget 
(the two houses in the Norwegian 

Parliament) before it 

became law on 16th May 1821. 
There were 18 proposals to 
choose from, some more fanciful 
than others, but the accepted 
design came from Fredrik 
Meltzer of Bergen. Skanfil issued 
a booklet containing four 
stamps, NK 563, as well as a 
commemorative cover bearing 
NK 1714 postmarked OSLO 16.05.21, for the 200th anniversary. See illustrations. 
 
Stamps, still with us in the future? 
 
The latest issue of Postlugaren, the membership magazine for the Norwegian Ships Postal 
History Society, came in a specially printed envelope with imprinted notification that the 
postage was paid. The illustrations show the envelope’s top left and right, respectively. 
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Being inquisitive, I contacted the editor, Odd Arve Kninnesland, to find out how this was 
done. I was informed that the magazine manuscript and the distribution/address list  
 
 

 
were forwarded digitally to the printers, Karmøy Trykk a/s on the island of Karmøy near 
Haugesund, who then did all the rest. This method is cheaper than using stamps, as the 
printers are given a discount on the postage, which in turn benefits the society. There must 
be a 100% trust between Posten and the printers! I received another society’s magazine, 
franked with a 35 kroner stamp. As collectors, we would probably prefer this method of 
franking, but we cannot choose, unfortunately. 
 
Modern postal history 
 

Registration labels from small 
branch offices can be difficult to 
find, but very interesting 
nevertheless. The larger post 
offices had their place name 
printed on the registration 
labels, while the smaller ones 
quite often used a rubber stamp 
instead. My illustration is from 
Larvik postkontor filial Nanset 
stormarked. This was a branch in 
a shopping centre, sorting under 
Larvik post office. It was 
established in 1984 and used 
cancellers from the head office, 
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LARVIK 1 and LARVIK 10 with postcode 3250. They were allocated postcode 3251 on 1st 
March 1992, but used the same cancellers until the closure on 1st January 1996. A collection 
of such items can be created without spending a fortune. 
 
Stamp of the year 2020 
 

The winner of this prestigious title was NK 2029, the EUROPA miniature sheet valid for 
letters up to 20 grams. (See above.) The motif is from the hairpin bends at Vindhella on 
Kongsvegen, the old post route between Oslo and Bergen. This is Norwegian nature at its 
best, in my opinion; compare it with the photograph from the same place. A worthy winner. 

 

~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 
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Sweden Notes 
 

by Peter Hellberg 
 

  

Olympics. I write this at the time that 2020 Olympics are just underway in Tokyo, Japan, 
albeit one year late due to the Covid epidemic. Sweden had hosted the Olympics pre-WW1, 
in 1912, and it seems a different world compared with the present day! Swedish PO 
shunned the opportunity to issue any commemorative stamp at the time of the Olympics, 
which seems exceedingly abstemious when reviewed now. They did not omit to publicise 
or celebrate this event, however, see illustration of the die for Stockholm 1912 Olympics in 
Krag machine canceller, type 401 by SFF: 

  
  

 
  

CDS Illustrations, see Bibliography:  left - ex SFF Sphbk # 24, p91,  
right ex SFF Hbk # 2, p.329, #59  

  
  

This was their first-ever use of any slogan cancellation, which 
die was inserted into the Krag machine canceller at the main 
post office (Stockholm 1), in place of the usual one with plain 
barring alongside twin circular date stamps, CDS, in a 
machine which had been in continuous general use from 
1904 for outgoing mails. It is not scarce, being found on 
foreign mails in specific period from late April 1912 to its July 
end date. Note here that the text words are not within the CDS 
itself, but in place of the obliterating bars or wavy lines.  
 

English language use in bi-lingual texts. English is not the only language used in later 
publicity or events’ recognitions by Sweden; French (UPU language) and German (their 
predominant industrial partner) are used in similar selective later usages for events of wide 
variety and with increasing frequency as time passes. And nor is machine cancelling the 
only such usages for events, some events are provided at the venue with manned 
temporary counters for PO sales and publicity, these may be furnished with hand cancellers 
of purpose-specific design to the particular single event.  I’ve publicised postmark 
challenges on mails recently, and social history as visible on postcards in the last issue. 
These themes are followed additionally in an entirely different context now. I’ll again probe 
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the validity of my advice that postcards are good for research, as nothing in the 
correspondence or context is hidden from the collector, and I wonder if you might agree it 
perhaps enables me to claim an “earliest-ever” usage! The mail item is not a picture 
postcard but a postal stationery card and not a machine cancel strike but a hand-applied 
postmarking and it shows not bi-lingual text but mono-lingual foreign! 
  

 
  

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Caption:  1925 used PSC, SFF bKe 29, Michel P47.I, Stockholm 1 pmk., 17.8.25 to Switzerland, 

with family message in German language by Swiss delegate, (and by no means easy to 
read/translate). 

  
English alone in 1925.  
 
Image shows address side of card to Switzerland, 17.8.25, written in German (at left in 
continuation text of a personal message) simply datelined “Gripsholm in Malaren, 16 Aug 
1925”. The card is one of the scarcest Swedish PSC, as it is one of two that were revalued 
by surcharge overprint, as WW1 inflation reduced postage costs leaving 15 & 25 ore 
denominated cards in high stock numbers when 10 & 20 ore cards were a more urgent 
requirement. 
 
The writer is not a simple visitor out on a lakeside trip, and nor is he a philatelist contriving 
an interesting use of an unusual postcard. We know this because of the text in the letter and 
the postmark on the stamp. He posted this card the following day at an international event 
in Stockholm, where the Post Office ran a temporary counter service facility at the venue to 
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supply basic postal needs to attendees and delegates. The subject event was an 
internationally-attended seminar event called “Life and Work”, in English only (we would 
trendily call it mindfulness these days). So, they issued one of these special event hand-
applied postmarks, generically called “motifstamplar”, and all mail was cancelled there with 
this c.d.s. for the duration of the event.  
 
These are very distinctly different from town marks and other CDS specific to travelling 
post offices, rural mail services and other regular fixed offices formats. The Post Office 
specially designs these, and nowadays they are not merely decorative but very often 
pictorial. Accordingly, they are a collecting field in themselves and are listed (not merely 
like train numbers) by the Post Office themselves, but also in Swedish philatelic literature 
(and catalogued) for example by SFF in 1952 handbook, (ex SFF, see Bibliography), this 
being #59 (of 377 in list supposed to be complete in its date range from 1866-1951, and it 
is allocated a scarcity rating R3). This data source shows the CDS to be in use for twelve 
days 19-30 August, but here we have 17 August as postmark date, could this be the earliest 
date of use? The design of this can be confirmed to match the town normal format, called 
NSt 58 u, this being standard double ring bridged with texts in upper and lower fields, and 
dateline in the bridge. But Post Office identity is invariably appearing in upper field, not so 
in this; it’s at bottom and the event name is in this predominant position, only in English: 
“Life and Work”, unique at its date of use and to this event. 
 
Probably he was a delegate at this conference event, and maybe excursions were planned 
inclusions of the event programme, but official postal attendance was confined to the event 
venue itself, not the possible transport facilities available to individuals. It is easy to check 
how many of the 58 predecessors of these event cancellers were in English language as all 
are illustrated in the catalogue, there were none; only French (per UPU) was used 
otherwise than Swedish until this one. So it’s first & earliest recorded usage of English 
language on official PO stamp-cancelling hand-applied postmarking. 
  

 
 

Caption: Boat operating 1925 for lake journey travel on 16.8.1925 
  
Gripsholm Slott is on the lakefront of historic town, Mariefred in Sormanland, now 65 
kilometers by E20 motorway from Stockholm, then 3 to 4 hours by Malaren lake 
steamer.  This would be the choice of all current foreign tourists, as this is the third largest 
island-studded lake in Sweden, and lies west immediately inland from Stockholm city 
centre.  It would be amazing if our mindfulness delegate did travel any other way! It is likely 
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that the delegate here was an aficionado of lake steamers, the address Romanshorn is a 
ferry terminal on Lake Constance on the Swiss side of an international frontier with 
Germany; he wouldn’t want to miss out here, and the steamboat running this service 1903-
date is shown on tourist publicity below. (There is a PO connection to 1950 with this actual 
boat, A/f “Mariefred”, it was under contract for the carriage of mails, steamship TPO 137. It 
is a preserved heritage craft that is very well-documented therefore).  Gripsholm is about 
to become much more famous by the choice of its name for the Atlantic liner, the first 
Swedish-owned boat, by SAL, Sweden-America Line, actually completed in the year 1925. 
  
Bibliography: 
 
SFF Sphbk 24: ”Svenska Maskinstamplar 1891-1989, by Bergman Dahlstrand & Svahn;  
Hbk 2: “Handbok over Svenska Post-och Makuleringsstamplar 1685-1951, (Swedish 
language). 
Facit & Michel catalogue references, and “Stockholms Angbatar, the steamships of 
Stockholm”, 1999 by Stiftelsen Skargardsbaten, Stockholm, (bi-lingual).  
 

~o~o~o~o~S~P~S~o~o~o~o~ 
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SCANDINAVIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
 

Notice of the Interim General Meeting of the Society to be held  
on Saturday October 23rd 2021 at 11.30am  

The Abbey Hotel, Redditch,  
Hither Green Lane,  
Dagnall End Road,  

REDDITCH, B98 9BE 
  

AGENDA 
 

1.  Apologies for absence 
       
1a. In memoriam 
 

2. Opening remarks from the Chairman 
 
3. Financial statement from the Treasurer 
 

4. The packet circulation – an update 

 

5. Scandinavian Contact – a verbal report from the Editor and the Distribution Manager 
 
5a. the future of Contact with regard to size and editorship  
 

6. Programme suggestions for 2022 including the Spring Annual AGM  
 

7. Replacing retiring officers – the Editor and possibly Hon Sec in 2022  
 
8. A.O.B.* 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Note 
 

This is an interim and very different General Meeting format because of the peculiar 
circumstances of the past 18 months.  
 
There will be no election of Officers or Post-holders until the 2022 Spring AGM, when we 
hope that normal service will be resumed. 
 
 *  Items for AOB must be notified in writing or by email to the Secretary at least two weeks 
prior to the AGM. 
 

August 20th 2021   Signed: S. M. Oliver (Hon. Sec.) 

      P. Rooke (Chairman) 
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Interim AGM & Autumn Weekend 
 

22nd to 24th October 2021 
 

By Mike Elliott 
 
As you will already be aware, our SPS Spring weekend 2020 has now morphed into the SPS 
Autumn Weekend 2021. Shortage of staff due to COVID has now forced the hotel to change 
the booking arrangements and instead of using the hotel’s usual arrangements we will be 
using the Scandinavia Philatelic Society’s usual arrangements. It will still now be held on 
22nd to 24th October 2021 at: 
 

The Abbey Hotel, Redditch,  
Hither Green Lane,  
Dagnall End Road,  

REDDITCH, B98 9BE 
Tel: 01527 406600 

email: events@theabbeyhotel.co.uk  
 
The hotel has been most helpful in seeing us through the postponements that COVID has 
forced upon us but unfortunately it has now forced them to amend our arrangements for 
bookings as their staff are very limited in numbers and are therefore overwhelmed.  
 
Booking forms, (see below), must now be submitted to me as usual by post or by email and 
I will provide the hotel with a rooming list. Please DO NOT therefore phone the hotel 
direct. Booking details are also on the SPS website. The pricing structure remains: 
 

• Single - 2 Nights Friday and Saturday – D B & B - £208  
• Double or Twin – 2 Nights Friday and Saturday – D B & B - £276 
• Extra nights Thursday or Sunday - £85 per person per night D B & B. 
• Day Delegate Rate – Saturday and Sunday - £11 per day. (This will be collected by 

me and I will account for it to the hotel.) 
 
It is intended to have a full weekend’s programme through to Sunday afternoon and, if our 
past experience at this hotel is repeated, we should have a very good weekend. I hope to 
see as many of you as possible! 
 

Directions 

The Abbey Hotel is situated on the northern boundary of Redditch town between Beoley 
village and Bordesley village. It is five minutes’ drive from the M42 (J2) and 15 minutes 
from the NEC and Birmingham Airport. Stratford and Birmingham City Centre are only 
about 20 minutes’ drive. 

Redditch was a designated new town which was established in 1964 and it now enjoys a 
successful mix of old and new. There are many facilities and attractions around the area for 

mailto:events@theabbeyhotel.co.uk
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partners and family who are not taking part in the philatelic side of the weekend, to enjoy 
and the hotel offers discounted tickets for  a host of popular local and Birmingham 
attractions including Cadbury World and West Midland Safari Park. You can also visit the 
Black Country Museum, Biscester Village or Hatton Country World. 

 

 

 

 

Exit M42 at Junction2 and turn South onto A441. After approx. 3 miles turn left onto 
B4101 and the Abbey Hotel is on your right. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.theabbeyhotel.co.uk/cadbury-world-breaks/
http://www.theabbeyhotel.co.uk/safari-park-breaks
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Autumn Weekend & Interim AGM 
The Abbey Hotel, Redditch. 

Hither Green Lane, Dagnall End Road, REDDITCH, United Kingdom 
Friday 22 to Sunday 24 October 2021. 

Tel: 01527 406600 

 
Located in the country just to the South of Birmingham the hotel has good sports facilities with 
swimmers and golfers well provided for, the hotel is best approached by road from the M42. 

 
YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Email address (needed for sending details later): 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ACCOMMODATION: Please confirm the accommodation you require – 
Please note that no deposit is required at this stage, but you will settle directly with the 
hotel and may be requested to pay your room charge on arrival which is becoming normal 
in many hotels.  

Double Room ☐   Twin Room ☐   Single Room ☐ 

If you wish to stay any extra nights please tick here and provide details: ☐ 
NB – Again the programme this year will include a Sunday afternoon session so you may 
wish to stay Sunday night. 
Please indicate any special dietary or accessibility requirements (vegetarian, gluten free, 
wheelchair access etc.): ______________________________________________________ 
 

Please tick here if you wish to come as a day visitor (Pay me on the day):  ☐ 
 

DISPLAY. I will / will not bring a display of: Country: ________________________________________ 
 

Title: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please note that there is a maximum of 2 frames per person (20-24 sheets) and a 
maximum of 10 minutes per speaker. There are 30 “slots” for speakers in 5 sessions. 
Please send a brief summary of your display, by email, to: editor@scandps.org.uk  
RETURN OF FORMS 

Forms should be returned please by 15th September 2021 either by email to 
michael.elliott32@btinternet.com  or by post to:   

 

Michael Elliott. ‘Beeches’, Lodge Lane, Keymer, HASSOCKS, BN6 8LU. 
 

mailto:editor@scandps.org.uk
mailto:michael.elliott32@btinternet.com




           

 

 

 

We offer a broad range of stamps, covers, postal history, FDC, blocks, essays, 

revenues, locals and Christmas seals from most of the world. We are 

especially strong in all the Scandinavian and Baltic countries.  

Meet us at one of the stamp shows in Sindelfingen, Essen, München, Stampex 

(stand 15). 

   www.jf-stamps.dk 
 

Aloekken 24 - DK 5250 Odense SV - Denmark     

Mail Kim Faurschou personally at: kim@jf-stamps.dk 
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